THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

blood. The bitter party strife which preceded the last world war made
no difference to our relations, or to his relations with many of his
opponents. He fought in the first world war with distinguished
courage, rising to the command of a battalion and passing through
the very worst of the fighting year after year, both on Gallipoli and in
France and Flanders.

It was a great pleasure to me when I went to the Exchequer to find
him appointed as Financial Secretary. He served more than twenty
years in the House of Commons before going to the Lords. When the
present Government was formed at the beginning of the war, he
accepted without the slightest hesitation or demur the post of Under-
secretary of State at the Ministry of Agriculture, although he had
formerly for several years been its chief. This was characteristic of his
whole conduct towards the public. Everyone must help wherever it
was thought that he could help the best, and all service was equally
honourable. His work as Secretary of State for the Colonies was
admirable, and only the exigencies of political change led to his leaving
the Government for a short while.

At the beginning of this year he became Resident Minister in the
Middle East, and this I must describe as the great period of his life.
During this present year the press of the most difficult, tangled,
anxious and urgent problems was thrust upon him, often forcing
him to take decisions at the shortest notice and without reference
home. These affairs affected not only matters in the Middle East, but
the relations with Allied Governments and enemy Governments
seeking to surrender, and were of a most complex character.

The dispatches and telegrams which he wrote were a model of
clarity and vigour. I was deeply impressed by the expansion of his
mind under the stress of responsibility and events. Certainly I can
testify, and so can the Foreign Secretary, to the marked impoverish-
ment of our affairs in this theatre resulting from his removal, and to
the very great difficulty that will be found in filling the gap. In
particular Lord Moyne devoted himself this year to the solution of the
Zionist problem, and I can assure the House that the Jews in Palestine
have rarely lost a better or more well-informed friend;

I feel sure the House will wish to express its sympathy with the
children and relations he has left behind him, and also may I ask,
even in this time of cruel sacrifice darkening so many homes, that
even those who did not know him will share the pain felt by all his
friends at the passing of a charming personality and a good and
faithful servant to the State.